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Study on the Origin and Development of Pathogenesis Differentiation Theory
HUANG Yuyan TANG Erqun HU Jingqing
( Institute of Basic Theory of Chinese Medicine China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences Beijing 100700)
ABSTRACT During pre-Qin and Han Dynasties observation of pathogenesis has already been the core of diagnosis
and treatment process and a relevant system with pathogenesis differentiation as the core has been established with
“Nineteen Items of Pathogenesis” in Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor ( ) as a model and plenty practical ex—
amples with pathogenesis differentiation in Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor and Treatise on Cold Pathogenic and Miscel—
laneous Diseases ( ) . In Sui Dynasty General Treatise on the Cause and Symptoms of Diseases (

) systematically arranged the etiology pathogenesis and symptoms of various diseases so that clinical applica—
tion of pathogenesis differentiation became convenient. During the times of the Jin and Yuan Dynasties LIU Wansu

) and Suwen Xuanji Yuanbingshi ( »)

in which he focused on pathogenesis and explained pathogenesis with “five evolutive phases and six climates factors”.

wrote Suwen Bingji Qiyi Baoming Ji ( (

He supplemented the “Nineteen Items of Pathogenesis” and took it as the outline to develop the system of pathogene—
sis differentiation promoting the pathogenesis differentiation system. During the period of the Ming and Qing Dynas—
ties the concept of pathogenesis covered a wider range. The four diagnostic methods were for pathogenesis differentia—
tion and treatment therapy and prescription were decided based on pathogenesis and improved the system for treating
exogenous disease based on pathogenesis differentiation. The importance of the pathogenesis in the diagnosis and treat—
ment has become the consensus of more doctors.

Keywords pathogenesis; Chinese medicine diagnosis; origin and development; five evolutive phases and six climatic
factors
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